SUSSEX 24960 Dairy Lane | Seaford, DE 19973 | 302-404-5367

MONTESSORI

You can find this letter in Spanish and Haitian Creole under Family Resources on our website.

August 4, 2026
Dear Sussex Montessori Families,

Welcome to a new school year! We are excited to partner with you as we begin another
year of joyful learning, discovery, and growth. Thank you for choosing Sussex Montessori
Charter School. We look forward to supporting your child every step of the way.

Below is important information to help your family prepare for a successful start to the
school year. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us—we're always
happy to help!

First Days of School

« Tuesday, September 1: Kindergarten (KN) students only, dismissal 12:30 p.m.

¢ Wednesday, September 2: Kindergarten (KN) students only, dismissal 12:30 p.m.

¢« Thursday, September 3: Kindergarten (KN) and all first-time Sussex Montessori
students, dismissal 12:30 p.m.

e Tuesday, September 8: All students, full day

Arrival & Dismissal

e Arrival: Carline begins at 7:45 a.m.

e School Begins: 8:00 a.m. Please make every effort to have your child arrive on time
so they can begin the day successfully with their classmates and teachers.

e New This Year: Carline dismissal begins at 3:00 p.m. Buses will depart after carline
dismissal.

Attendance, Absences & Early Dismissal
Regular attendance and arriving on time are essential for your child's success.
Arrival

e Drop off between 7:45-8:00 a.m.

o After 8:00 a.m., please parkin the front lot and sign your child in at the Front Office
before they report to class.



Absences

¢ Email attendance notes to attendance@sussexms.k12.de.us to excuse your
child's absence.

¢« You may copy your child's teacher, but please note they may not see emails during
the school day.

e Please refer to the Student/Family Handbook for attendance policies and excused
absences.

Early Dismissal

e Email dismissals@sussexms.k12.de.us before 12:00 p.m.
¢ Bring a photo ID when picking up your child.

Attendance and dismissal requests may also be submitted using the button on our website
homepage.

Teacher Letters & School Supply Lists
Teacher letters will be mailed and emailed after August 17.

School supply lists are available on our website.
(https://sussexmontessoricharter.com/school-supplies/)

Open House & Ice Cream Social
Monday, August 31

e Grades K-1: 12:30-2:00 p.m.
e Grades 2-3:2:30-4:00 p.m.
e Grades 4-6 (Upper Elementary): 4:30-6:00 p.m.

Come meet your child's teacher, visit the classroom, learn about the Montessori program,
and enjoy ice cream with other Sussex Montessori families!

Families can also:

e Update student information (including transportation)
e Connectwith school staff and ask questions

e Sign up for after school activities and PTO

e Drop off school supplies

e Submit any outstanding registration forms
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Our Front Office team will be available to assist you. If you're unable to attend, please
contact the office to arrange another way to submit your forms. Thank you to everyone who
has already completed registration!

Thursday Folders

Every Thursday your child will bring home a bright green folder containing school news,
calendars, breakfast and lunch menus, and other important information.

Please review the folder each Thursday evening and return it to school on Friday. Making
this a weekly routine is one of the best ways to stay informed.

Transportation

Transportation assignments will be emailed to families before the end of August. Please
review your assignment carefully when you receive it and contact us as soon as possible if
you have any questions or need to request a change.

Bus Riders

If your child rides the bus, please make a colored bus card for them to wear during the first
two weeks of school.

Include:

¢ Child's full name

¢ Bus colorand number

e Bus hub location

e Grade and teacher's name

A responsible adult must accompany your child to the morning bus stop and meetthem at
the afternoon hub. Please arrive 10-15 minutes early, as buses may run ahead of
schedule.

Bus schedules for the 2026-2027 school year will be available on our website beginning
August 11. (https://sussexmontessoricharter.com/transportation/)

Returning students will keep last year's transportation assignment unless a change is
requested. New students (including siblings of current students) must register for bus
transportation; otherwise, they will automatically be assigned as car riders.

To add or change your child’s bus or hub, please complete a Transportation Contract or
email transportation@sussexms.k12.de.us by August 15.
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Car Riders
Please display a large sign on the driver's side dashboard showing:

e Yourchild's name
e Teacher's name

Keep this sign visible every day during arrival and dismissal.
There are two carline routes:

¢ Route A: Right, behind the Barn
e Route B: Left, in front of the Farmhouse

Routes are assigned according to your child's classroom. Families with children in multiple
classrooms will use Route A. Your child's teacher will share your assigned route.

Helpful reminders:
¢ Please remaininyourvehicle during drop-off.
o Staff wearing bright orange safety vests will assist your child.

e Please be patient during the first few weeks as everyone learns the new routines.
¢ Thankyou foryour grace, kindness, and cooperation!

Calendar Updates

Our school calendar is available on the website.
(https://sussexmontessoricharter.com/calendar-info/)

Please save the dates for the Title | Annual Meeting, Special Populations Meeting, and
Montessori Curriculum Night taking place in September. We hope you'll join us!

Breakfast & Lunch

Students may bring a packed lunch or enjoy school meals. Breakfast and lunch are FREE
for every student.

We have also transitioned to a new food service and payment system. Additional
information will be shared by email soon.
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School Communication

We use Infinite Campus to send important school updates, emergency notifications, and
general announcements by text, email, and phone.

Please notify the Front Office whenever your phone humber, email address, or mailing
address changes. Also, be sure your voicemail mailbox is set up and not full, so you don't
miss important messages.

We are looking forward to a wonderful year of learning, partnership, and community. Thank
you for being part of the Sussex Montessori family. Together, we'll make this a peaceful,

joyful and successful school year!

Maria Montessori: ‘““Peace is what every human being is craving for, and it can be brought
about by humanity through the child.”

Siza Mtimbiri
Head of School
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